



Safeguarding Policy
PURPOSE
Shawbury Parish Council is responsible for limited assets in respect of areas where supervised activities take place. Nonetheless, the Council takes its responsibilities in respect of the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously and has a policy to ensure that any activities falling within the scope of their responsibility are managed within a safe and controlled manner.
To this end, all Councillors, paid staff, and volunteers are made aware of their responsibilities in respect of this policy. The policy is reviewed on an annual basis for its continued suitability and amended as necessary.
SCOPE
Shawbury Parish Council does not own or manage any buildings or facilities used by children, young or vulnerable people. However, Shawbury Parish Council works with groups within the community such as children and voluntary organisations where safeguarding is applicable.
Parish Councillors do not take part in user activities as part of their responsibilities.
RESPONSIBILITIES
All Shawbury Parish Councillors, staff and volunteers have a duty to safeguard vulnerable persons, who they come into contact with. (Vulnerable users could include: children, young people, adults with learning difficulties or physical disability, frail, elderly people and carers).
They shall respond to any concerns they may have regarding the physical, sexual, emotional or psychological safety of a vulnerable person or concerns relating to discriminatory or financial violation or exploitation of a vulnerable person. This policy is in place to protect all vulnerable persons regardless of gender, ethnicity, disability, sexuality, religion or faith.
PRINCIPLES
The welfare of the child or vulnerable adult is paramount and is the responsibility of everyone.  All children and vulnerable adults, without exception, have the right to protection from abuse, whether physical, verbal, sexual, bullying, exclusion or neglect. 
Bullying, shouting, physical violence, sexism and racism towards children or vulnerable adults will not be permitted or tolerated



POLICY STATEMENT
No member of the Parish Council, helpers or other volunteers or staff will have unsupervised access to children or vulnerable adults unless they have been through the safe recruitment procedure and introductory Child Protection or Vulnerable Adults Protection training.
All suspicions or allegations of abuse against a vulnerable adult or child will be taken seriously and dealt with speedily and appropriately.
All Councillors, staff and volunteers need to be aware of this policy, child protection, and vulnerable adult issues, and should be offered introductory training.
There will be a nominated and named Vulnerable Users representative to who any suspicions or concerns should be reported. This person is Councillor J. Manley until 30/10/2026
Other user groups concerned with vulnerable adults or children shall have suitable and sufficient policies in place to protect their charges and these should be made available to the Parish Councillors. Safe recruitment processes would be used to appoint staff should working with children or vulnerable adults in any kind of activity arise.
These policies and procedures will be reviewed annually and updated as appropriate in the interim periods.
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